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To the Members of the Legislature and Citizens of Mississippi:
As Governor of the State of Mississippi, I present the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the year ending June 30,
2009. This report gives an overview of state government fiscal activity and reflects the difficult recessionary period our state,

and nation, has entered.

Since I became Governor in 2004, we have worked hard—and succeeded—in moving Mississippi in the right direction. By
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fund, which will allow us to use this savings account as Mississippi moves forward through this economic downturn. T \[ Deleted

: without raising anybody’s taxes.

Katrina. We’ve made a tremendous amount of progress since the storm, but our work Js not finished. I remain convinced that - { Deleted:
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the strong, resilient spirit of our people is paving the way for a South Mississippi and Gulf Coast that’s bigger and better than
ever.

For more than a year, we have seen yevenue collections fall below expectations; unfortunately, I do not expect this patternto -~ { Deleted: our
reverse in the next year. as. hjstorically, state government coffers recover from recessionary periods more slowly than private ™~ (' peleted: . U
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government functions, with an eye on ways o save taxpayer dollars. As we look to next year’s budget, we must strike apalance % ~

between funding priority services for our citizens and protecting our state’s fiscal integrity. \\\\t
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This is why we must change the way we think state

government should look.
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This is not business as usual. We must

policies that create jobs and foster economic growth JDespits R \\\\{ Deleted
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because I know that with strong leadership and good policies, we can give our children and grandchildren a greater opportunity
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services and performance and find ways
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we remain focused on our top priorities, the most critical

of which is fiscal responsibility, I plan to continue
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{ Deleted: It is an honor for Marsha and me to serve this great state.
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